
Partners  
in Philanthropy
You’ve already shown your love for this community by creating an Advised 

Fund at the Community Foundation. Through Partners in Philanthropy, we 

offer you an opportunity to demonstrate that love again by supporting one 

or more of the projects highlighted with a grant suggestion from the fund 

you established. The programs shared in this publication are among the 

recent funding requests we’ve received from local nonprofit organizations. 

Partnering with you to love Kalamazoo

39%
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covered by fees

of households being served  
are below poverty line
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760
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If you happen to run into Jim Houston, you can expect to talk about the 

Community Promise Federal Credit Union — Community Promise FCU  

for short. 

Houston’s been the board chair since this nonprofit venture began in  

2010, operating through Guardian Finance & Advocacy as the fiduciary.  

It will be obvious to you that he’s tremendously proud and excited about 

the work they’ve done and will do in the future with additional support.

Located in the Edison Neighborhood, Community Promise FCU offers  

fair and affordable financial services and education to low-income 

residents in the City of Kalamazoo. 

“Our clients are those who are not being served by conventional financial 

organizations, therefore they’re not able to secure credit or many other 

services that would enhance their financial well-being,” says Houston. 

According to Houston, “Investing in our neighborhoods by enriching the  

lives of our members, and collaborating with other community-minded 

people and organizations help ensure continued growth in our community.”

By helping Community Promise FCU expand its reach, fewer people  

will have to rely on payday lenders (with fees of more than 300%),  

rent-to-own stores, and check-cashing services. With more financial 

counseling, more struggling households will have a chance to not only 

avoid bankruptcy but to be able to build credit. This community resource 

plans to increase membership, increase staff, and open another location, 

and in the long-term, become self-sufficient. 

Reflecting on the need for the creation of Community Promise FCU, 

Houston says this “was a chance to do something” to break down  

barriers to financial stability. To support this program, select Community 
Promise Federal Credit Union on the grant suggestion form. 

Meeting Growing Needs
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Ecumenical Senior Center / Improve Services & Outreach

Located on the Northside Neighborhood of Kalamazoo, the Ecumenical Senior Center  

is a one-of-a-kind organization. With the motto, “Engage with Community and Enhance 

Quality of Life” to promote positive aging, you can see the value they bring to low  

income seniors. The individuals they serve see the ESC as a “home away from home”  

and ESC wants to increase its impact, which is why they’re looking for additional funding. 

By distributing free food donations and providing senior activities at a minimal cost, the  

Center enhances the quality of life for hundreds of residents every day. They hold a variety 

of classes five days a week, offer basic health programs, and help people with referrals  

for assistance in housing, legal aid, taxes, and voter registration. With additional funding, 

they expect to serve an additional 250 households. To support this program, select 
Ecumenical Senior Center on the grant suggestion form.  
 

ISAAC  / Community Transformation

ISAAC is rarely referred to by its full name – Interfaith Strategy for Advocacy & Action  

in the Community — but these initials have become a powerful part of the local land-

scape. Through its network of 28 diverse congregations, organizations and other strategic 

partners, ISAAC is building an equitable community throughout Kalamazoo County.  

New funding is required to launch the next phase of their community transformation, 

including resident engagement, community leadership, and the program Becoming  

the Beloved Community: A Community in which our deepest values of abundance,  

equity, community, hope, and most of all — love — are infused into our policies  

and practices, so that every individual is held as Beloved. A place where community 

members intentionally step beyond their own walls and organizations through meaningful 

encounters, work of justice and healing. The Beloved Community initiative is inspired  

by the work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., to build a non-violent, inclusive, democratic 

reality where the community deepens collaboration, communication, and relationships 

around justice (a tall order for an organization known only by five letters). To support  
this program, select ISAAC on the grant suggestion form. 
 

Gryphon Place / Gatekeeper Program & Volunteer Kalamazoo

Gryphon Place, which has been helping those in conflict and crisis since 1970, holds two 

unique distinctions in Kalamazoo County. First, they are the primary organization in our 

community to provide crisis interventions and services focusing on suicide prevention, 

education, and support for those affected by suicide. Secondly, since they took the reigns 

from Volunteer Kalamazoo last year, they are now the community leader for volunteer 

management and serve as the volunteer center for the county. With additional funding, 

Gryphon Place will also be able to expand its Gatekeeper Program, a youth-based  

suicide prevention program, and continue the long-time annual STAR (Sharing Time  

and Resources) event, which celebrates volunteerism. These programs support residents 

and address unmet community needs. To support this program, select Gryphon Place  
on the grant suggestion form.  

More Co-Investment Opportunities

These co-investment 

opportunities highlight 

some recent funding  

requests from local 

nonprofit organizations. 

If you want to support 

one or more of these 

projects through the 

Advised Fund you 

established at the 

Community Foundation, 

please make a grant 

suggestion using 

Kalamazoo Connect   

— just go to  

www.kalfound.org 

and click on the green 

Kalamazoo Connect link 

at the top of the page 

— or complete the 

grant suggestion form 

on page four and return 

it to us by email, USPS  

or fax. 

You also may email 

members of our Donor 

Relations team, who are 

available to provide you 

with more information 

about these and other 

community needs.  

See page four for 

contact information.



Serving Babies to Teens
The big news is Advocacy Services for Kids and 

Parent to Parent of Southwest Michigan have  

merged into a new family organization now called 

ASK Family Services. 

What does this mean? Both agencies believe that 

when parents and youth are empowered to be their 

own advocates, gain new knowledge, and increase 

their confidence level, positive outcomes result for 

the whole family. Through the merger, they intend 

to engage more community members, families and 

youth served to understand and navigate services 

effectively, self-advocate, and achieve their potential. 

This new organization needs funds to support a 

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) Parent Liaison 

position. Additional funds will break down barriers  

in maintaining contact with families once they leave 

the hospital with their premature baby, increasing 

their access to community resources. 

In addition, funding is needed to provide new 

leadership opportunities for youth who have lived 

experience with mental health challenges through 

their Youth Peer Support and Calling All Youth, 

Motivating Others through Voices of Experience 

(CAY MOVE) programs. The youths’ role is to reduce 

stigma around mental health. They use their voices 

to improve services in Kalamazoo County while 

supporting each other through challenges they face. 

“The work we do is focused on providing emotional, 

social, and educational supports to parents of special 

need children,” says Tina Robbins, executive director. 

Meanwhile, the new organization has been working 

hard to build new partnerships and strengthen 

existing relationships. 

“These 29 partner agencies share a vision of success 

and independence for youth and families we serve 

through our agencies,” says Robbins. “Through our 

partnerships, we’ll be able to help those we serve 

access needed services efficiently.” To support this 
project, select ASK Family Services on the grant 
suggestion form.

Calling All Youth participants.



To suggest a grant in support of one or more of the projects listed in this publication, please complete  
this form and return it to the Kalamazoo Community Foundation. You also may suggest grants online using 
Kalamazoo Connect at https://connect.kalfound.org or by emailing a member of our Donor Relations team.

I/We would like to recommend one or more grants from the fund named below in the amount(s) indicated.  

I/We acknowledge that any grant suggestion made does not represent the payment of a personal pledge  

or other financial obligation, nor is any personal benefit from this charitable distribution expected.

Name

Fund Name

Telephone						      Email

Signature								        Date

q	 Community Promise Federal Credit Union	 $

q	 Ecumenical Senior Center	 $

q	 ISAAC	 $

q	 Gryphon Place	 $

q	 ASK Family Services	 $
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Grant Suggestion Form

402 East Michigan Avenue    Kalamazoo, MI  49007-3888    t 269.381.4416    f 269.381.3146    e info@kalfound.org

Our Donor Relations Team

Raven Britt / 269.585.7273 / rbritt@kalfound.org

Coby Chalmers / 269.585.7249 / cchalmers@kalfound.org

Joanna Donnelly Dales / 269.585.7260 / jdales@kalfound.org

Ann Fergemann / 269.585.7238 / afergemann@kalfound.org

Julie Loncharte / 269.585.7270 / jloncharte@kalfound.org


